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ABSTRACT 

Val-de-Marne is a suburban county near Paris, including almost 1,3 millions of inhabitants. One of its 
specific character is its exceptional hydrographical inheritage, composed mostly by Marne and Seine 
Rivers, and their confluence. The recent history, made up of industrialization and dense urbanization, 
created a gap between people and this very resource, while the memory of close connections to water still 
remains alive (bathing, canoe, guinguettes, etc.), and supports the desire of enhancing well-being by 
promoting a better access to rivers’ banks. When initiating the festival de l’Oh! in 2001, Val-de-Marne’s 
local government aimed to re-build close links between people and their rivers, and to get people, in this 
way, feel concerned by water related issues including problems of water access through over the world. 
The festival has been worked out to be popular, based on shows, performances, short family trips on 
rivers, enjoying having drinks or snacks on rivers’ banks with friends, and all ways of having pleasure 
with water. It has become for many artistic bands one of the main field where they can create and 
innovate on places connected to water in various disciplines. Each year, almost 150.000 people participate 
in the festival de l’Oh!, which is recognized as both an artistic event and an educational one. Months 
before the festival, a broad educational project is set up for pupils between 11 and 15 years old, some of 
them being accompanied by educators along the scholar year to set up concrete water related projects, 
others enjoying only once cruising on rivers for half a day. Next to that, a folk university on water issues 
is being organized weeks before the festival in order to promote among the broadest attendance 
knowledge on environmental issues as well as participation. From 2007 to 2009, festival de l’Oh! gave 
opportunities for dialogue among people, various actors and dozens of organizations committing for the 
Blue Plan, which embodies a public ambitious policy on water management for the 10 upcoming years. 
Thanks to festival de l’Oh!, water has become one of the key elements for cooperation between cities, 
territories and other specific bodies in Val-de-Marne and around. 

REFERENCES 

http://festival-oh.cg94.fr 


