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RESUME 
 
This paper addresses the main challenges to implement integrated urban water management 
(IUWM) in the context of cities located in developing countries. These challenges concern, at a 
first level, the need of integrating urban water policies such as water supply, sanitation, stormwater 
management and receiving water protection, sectors that in many cases are managed by different 
organizations at the city level and funded by different sources of resources which may lead to 
planning and regulating structures quite independent, preventing the implementation of integrative 
policies. The coexistence of formal and informal settlements in the urban environment of big cities 
of the developing world makes evident the close relationship between water and land use, 
particularly when the focus of urban policies is on improving sanitation conditions, reducing flood 
risks and reducing receiving bodies’ water pollution. Promoting IUWM requires also the 
development of integrated policies consistent with the territorial management such as on land use, 
housing and road and transport systems. Furthermore, local policies usually reflect on the water 
management at other territorial scales, beyond the municipal borders, usually involving the 
metropolitan and the river basin scales. Therefore, significant political and managerial efforts have 
to be developed by a wide range of institutions and stakeholders in pursuing sustainable and 
integrated urban water management within this complex political and institutional environment. 
These general issues are addressed taking as a case study Belo Horizonte, in Brazil, a 2.5 million-
of-inhabitant city which is also the capital of the state of Minas Gerais and is located in a 
metropolitan area with 4.0 million of inhabitants. The paper briefly evaluates the Belo Horizonte 
water policy since its foundation in 1898 up to present times, highlighting the main urban and 
water crises as well as the transitions on water management concepts and policies in order to 
constitute a conceptual base for considering the main issues and challenges for the water 
management in Belo Horizonte as a city of the future. 
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